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Legends of Switzerland (as they surface in the Polish team’s explorations of the country before our trip to Zurich):
JESTER’S COURT
Duke Leopold I of Austria attacked the Swiss forest cantons in the autumn of 1315. The defenders, including the troops from the canton of Schwyz, crushed the Austrian knights under Morgarten. It is said that what contributed to this victory was the new weapon in the possession of the Swiss – the halberd. It was a long wooden weapon (2.5 meters long) fitted with a blade combining an ax, a hook and a spear. It proved to be very effective in fighting against cavalry and infantry. But the most important factor in the success was the choice of the location of  the battle, made ​​by the Swiss. A royal jester, Kuony von Stocken, is said to have advised Leopold before the battle, "you are discussing how to enter the canton of Schwyz, but not how you want to leave it." He was ridiculed. However, after the battle, when his words proved to be prophetic, the duke fulfilled  one of his wishes. The wish was to annually celebrate a jester’s court. What did it look like? What was it about?
