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Easter in Latvia
Easter in Latvia is a traditional festivity that encompasses Christian and pagan traditions. Easter in the traditional understanding is also called spring solstice festivity that is celebrated because of spring and sun that has come - according to Latvian traditional beliefs and rituals, people try to help the soil to wake up and become fertile, by encouraging its benevolence. 
Nowadays Easter is celebrated mostly in family. On the Easter morning, people wake up before the rising of the sun to obtain health and beauty and they hurry to wash their face in a spring or a stream that is running east.
Awaiting Easter, eggs are colored with onionskins, rye shoots, chamomile, hay cuttings etc. To color eggs, mostly natural dyestuffs are used. This is not such an old custom, but in our days - very popular.
One of the most important Easter rituals is hanging of the swing in the highest place of the surroundings and swinging. When swinging at Easter, one must not stop the swing - it must stop on its own. For swinging eggs are given and also eggs are knocked together to see which one survives the cracking - egg battles. According to belief, the one whose egg shell is the strongest will live longer. Eggs carry the meaning of life and also symbolize the time of spring equinox.
Traditional Easter activities include also egg rolling, the weather prediction and traditional rituals to promote fertility and strengthening health. Nowadays during the Easter, people can also attend concerts by folklore groups and other artists, go to church, visit special exhibitions, traditional fairs or attend culture events. Comparing to other European countries, we are not celebrating any Easter carnival.
Spring solstice has played and will play significant role in our lives. 
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