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	“What unites us, what divides us”

Informal Activity in the Classroom to Approach Culture




Step 1: Warm-up
The participants choose scarves for themselves, one scarf for each person, free choice of colours according to the taste and the mood of the hour. Music plays in the background  - Polish carols and German "O Tannenbaum," "Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht". The participants move the scarves in harmony with the music.

Step 2: Introduction of the workshop theme
Two large sheets of paper are spread out on tables. The first one is labelled Culture and divided into four sections: Science, Art, Morality, and Religion. The other one into two sections: Holidays and Customs. The participants are encouraged to draw connections and relationships between the featured concepts. Once the drawings are finished they engage in a discussion on the meanings expressed through the drawings.

Step 3: Searching for information
The following table in drawn on a flipchart

	
	Religion
	Holidays
	Customs

	Belgium
	
	
	

	Spain
	
	
	

	Germany
	
	
	

	Poland
	
	
	


The participants complete the table working in groups. Access to computers is provided in order to extend the existing knowledge by the information drawn from the Internet, including the Cultural Mirrors platform.

Step 3: Enactment and sharing
The participants choose and write the name of two holidays celebrated in partner countries on a piece of paper, e.g. Christmas and Easter, adding a country label - Germany, Belgium, Spain. One holiday and one country on one piece of paper. Then the group is divided into three sub-groups and each of them receives two cards with an invitation to enact a dramatic scene based on the cards. The spectators are expected to guess which holiday and which country was presented in the performance. A discussion follows focused on the content of the presentations - the facilitator tries to elicit what we know about these holidays in other countries and what the participants expect to learn during the forthcoming mobilities. 
Step 4: Closure
The group members are encouraged to share their views on the Cultural Mirrors Forum.

Resources used:

Scarves

Four computers with Internet access

Cultural Mirrors Platform
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